Historical development of alloplastic temporomandibular joint replacement before 1945.
Resections of the temporomandibular joint (TMJ) have been carried out for about 150 years. This article reviews the beginning of TMJ surgery technique before 1945 by carrying out extensive inquiries in public and private libraries and collections. Before 1945 the technique of alloplastic reconstruction of the TMJ was mainly influenced by German and French surgeons. Reconstruction was limited to replacement of the condyle. The role of the TMJ within the orofacial system was not considered. Interposition of alloplastic implants, resection dressings and prostheses were the dominant technique. The main concerns were sterilisation, biocompatibility and implant fixation. No evidence-based data on outcomes are available from that time. By 1945 reconstruction of the TMJ involved the close cooperation of surgeons and dentists.